SIR   SAMUEL   HOARE   AND   SIR  KINGSLEY  WOOD
After calling Munich cca grave and desperate
humiliation" he said "There are also rumours that if
things go smoothly and favourably and comfortably,
there will be a General Election. Now I do not care
at this time about my own party, or any other party,
but there could be no greater iniquity in the world
than to force a General Election on the people of this
country at this moment. . . . The Government have a
fine majority. ... At the expense of much dishonour
we have gained a temporary respite of peace. In the
name of all that is decent let us use that for rearma-
ment. But if we have a General Election with all the
stupid bitterness which occurs at every General
Election . . . who will gain anything by it? I am sure
the Prime Minister, whose integrity and character I
know and admire, would never give his countenance
to such a solution. There may be some tiny Tammany
Hall ring who want it but my solution would be quite
different. ... I ask the Prime Minister to make his
Government really national, to broaden its basis, to
invite the Labour Party into it, to invite above all the
Trade Union leaders into it. ..."
Thus was a mortal blow struck at Kingsley Wood's
interesting electoral plans. Thanks to this dying
declaration and to other speeches he was compelled to
see his design of obtaining immediately for the party in
which he was now so important a figure another lease
of power, by at once capitalizing public ignorance and
uninformed gratitude, fading out of the realm of possi-
bility. Everybody concluded that the main link in
the "tiny Tammany Hall ring33 was Kingsley Wood.
The Prime Minister did not take the advice offered
by the dying patriot to form a broad-based govern-
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